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Professor Mark Stover
Music Director

Greetings to all alumni and 
friends of the Michigan Men’s 
Glee Club! It is an honor to 
write to you now as my first 
domestic tour with the Club is 
soon to embark. The academic 
year blows by like the opening 
phrases of Randall Thompson’s 
“Tarantella”. It’s a thrill, but 
don’t forget to count!! We 
have had a spectacular year 
growing together and I find 
myself ever grateful for the 
generous embrace of current 
Clubbers and alumni as we 
have forged ahead under 
new musical leadership. 
These transitions are always 
significant moments for any 
organization, but particularly 
for one as rich in tradition 
as our beloved Glee Club. 

One of my priorities this year 
has been to really get to know 

the passions and interests 
of the Clubbers. I marvel at 
the broad array of expertise 
represented amongst the guys 
and appreciate how their 
pursuits have a way of circling 
back to building the Glee Club 
of today as well as the Club we 
are becoming in the future. 
One of the undeniable threads 
I’ve observed is how Clubbers 
desire for our organization 
to be radically welcoming 
and inclusive as we invite 
new people to join us and as 
we build our audience and 
engage in the community. Our 
Executive Board has done a 
wonderful job pursuing ways 
to live out this value, many 
initiatives of which you’ll hear 
about in this edition of Laudes. 

At the end of the day, inclusivity 
requires great intentionality. 
It’s our responsibility to take 
initiative and reach out, rather 
than waiting for folks to come 
to us. One way we have sought 
to reach out is by building 
bridges to share our music 
with audiences who would 
typically not have access to 
hearing the Men’s Glee Club 
at Hill Auditorium or when 
we’re on the road. At my first 
rehearsal with the Club back 
in September, I shared a 
vision about taking our music 
into a prison for the sake of 
sharing beauty while building 
community through song, and 
opening our minds to how our 
artistry can help shine light in 
an otherwise dark and dreary 
place. At the conclusion of that 
rehearsal, several Clubbers 
approached me with their 
enthusiasm about the seed I 

had planted. Within weeks, 
Clubber Jacob Emery helped 
broker a meeting with me 
and Ashley Lucas, director 
of the Prison Creative Arts 
Project here at the University 
of Michigan. There was instant 
excitement and support 
for this from all parties! 
Conversations unfolded from 
there and I’m proud to share 
that this past Saturday, 54 
Clubbers spent over 2 hours 
with 120 men incarcerated at 
the Milan Federal Correctional 
Institution. This was a 
completely voluntary effort on 
a beautiful spring Saturday.

We sang portions of our Spring 
Hill Concert repertoire, we 
conversed in small groups 
about the impact of music 
upon us when we were children 
and how music inspires us 
in our day to day lives. We 
learned songs together and 
sang and moved shoulder to 
shoulder, filling the prison 
with boisterous, empowering 
voices in song. It was a marvel 
for me to behold, looking 
around as the lines between 
free men and incarcerated 
men were blurred. We were 
unified and it was music that 
brought us together. As the 
time came for the men of Milan 
to leave we sang together one 
final time after having heard 
Zion Jackson and the Men’s 
Glee Club sing “You’ll Never 
Walk Alone” from Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s Carousel 
and, of course, Varsity and 
The Victors (in spite of the 
good-natured protests from 
some of the State guys...
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...in attendance). It was a moving 
experience, to say the least. In a quiet 
moment of reflection before we left the 
secured area of the prison, Clubbers shared 
words with each other that were welling 
up in them in response to their experience. 
Words like: empathy, together, humbled, 
emotional, perspective, power, unified, 
overwhelmed, inspired...on and on these 
words encapsulated our day at Milan.

The prison staff (Captain, Chaplain, 
Assistant Warden, Education Director, 
Recreation Director and guards) shared 
their deep appreciation for the Glee Club’s 
willingness to come and told us this was an 
unprecedented event in the history of the 
Milan Federal Prison. I can safely say that 
we were the ones who felt fortunate for the 
opportunity to share our passion for music 
at Milan, and we expressed that sentiment in 
kind, particularly with the men incarcerated 
there. The invitation to return in future 
years was extended and we’re hopeful to 
bring even more Clubbers along the next 
time we go. Who knows where this will lead!

Of course this story I share is simply a 
snapshot of the vision we have to broaden 
our reach to audiences as far and wide 
and as diverse as possible. Our music is a 
catalyst for us to serve and share and build 
community wherever we go. Thank you for 
dreaming with us and supporting the Glee 
Club so projects like our first ever Prison 
Sing and many others like it can come to 
fruition. We are ever grateful!

Alex Wilf ‘19
President

Inclusion is an essential part of the fabric of 
the Club, and this year’s leadership team has 
made it one of the group’s highest priorities. 
Unlike some organizations, Club will always 
have opportunities to share its work with 
the world. This February, the Club toured 
to Traverse City and Manistee, playing to 
packed venues and learning about the great 
state of Michigan along the way. Our Hill 
and Pre-Hill concerts also provide the Club 
the opportunity to share our music with the 
world. The Pre-Hill concert was in Ohio, and 
the theme of the Hill concert was “In College 
Days” - a call for alumni to remember their 
college experience, and for current students 
to take stock of their experience so far.

Looking beyond the obvious mechanisms, 
Club has found new ways to embody 
inclusivity this year. This Fall, not a single 
new guy dropped Club, and this winter, 
the only new new guys who dropped did so 
because of an unavoidable class conflict.  The 
Club once again invited high schoolers from 
surrounding communities to join us for our 
Hill concert free of charge. The business team 
is working to make livestreaming possible 
- a huge project that would make it possible 
for anyone, regardless of their location, to 
view our Hill concert in real time. The Club 
is focusing on financial inclusivity, setting 
the ambitious goal of reducing the cost of 
international tour next Spring from $5,000 
per member to $2,500 per member. The 
Club is quickly moving toward that goal.

Initiatives like these push Club in an interesting 
new direction - one focused on service, 
inclusion, and experiences. This focus has also 
led Club to connect with other organizations 
on campus with similar goals. Because of the 
Club’s name recognition and the value of our 
song, we are pushing this year to support 
these student organizations.  For example, 
Dance Marathon raises millions of dollars 
each year to support physical rehabilitation 
programs for children struggling with 
illnesses. They do this primarily through an 
event called “Victorthon”, where they bring 
together thousands of students to stand for 
twenty four hours. Companies, individuals, 
and institutions sponsor this event, and Dance 
Marathon spends the rest of the semester 
distributing the funds to the children and 
programs in the most need. For the first time I 
can recall, the Club sang at Victorthon and one 
lucky Clubber was the soloist for the national 
anthem. Another organization, MUSIC 
Matters, raises over $50,000 in scholarships 
each year through their event SpringFest, 
where they bring together over 10,000 people 
from U-M and the surrounding community.  
For the first time ever, Club performed at 
that event. These are not the only service 
oriented performances - though they are the 
most high profile. Club also performed at 
Angell Elementary School and at the annual 
Army-Navy Wheelchair basketball game.

In addition to supporting student 
organizations working to serve the community 
and fundraising to make Club more financially 
accessible, the Club is also focusing on 
bringing its music to new communities. This 
year for the first time, the Club partnered with 
the Prison Creative Arts Project (PCAP) and 
sang in Milan Federal Prison at the conclusion 
of one of PCAP’s creative arts workshops. 
This performance was monumental, as it 
marked the first time that the Glee Club 
performed in a prison, and it marked the 
beginning of what we hope will be a long 
and meaningful relationship between PCAP 
and the Club. In federal prisons, creative 
expression is generally not allowed, so to 
be able to bring our music into this space 
was an immensely rewarding experience, 
both for our singers, and for the prisoners.

I am so proud to be a part of this Club, and 
this leadership team, as we focus on creating 
a more inclusive environment for our 
members, supporting organizations making 
a positive impact in the U-M community, 
and bringing our music to corners of 
the world where music is rarely heard.

(Continued Words from the 
Music Director)

Inclusion as Support
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Singing for Everyone: Making Our Music 
Accessible to All

In Memoriam 
Scott Herrick 

Marshall Cherry ‘19
Vice President

On April 6th, approximately half 
of the Glee Club walked onto 
hard rubber fitness blocks to 
take the stage in unprecedented 
fashion. While performing the 
full semester’s repitoire on the 
weekend between Pre-Hill and 
Hill rarely happens, this Satur-
day’s concert, for the inmates at 
Milan Federal Prison was par-
ticularly unusual. For the first 
time in its 159-year history, Club 
shared music with a community 
separated from society and mu-
sic. After a reasonable amount 
of apprehension from both the 
audience and Club, Professor 
Mark Stover gave the downbeat 
to Laudes Atque Carmina, be-
ginning an unforgettable morn-
ing of song. 

Halfway through the set, Club 
left the stage to stand with the 
inmates and sing “Resilience,” 
a song written during the initial 

women’s march on Washington. 
As Professor Stover embold-
ened the audience to join with 
adjacent singing clubbers, the 
barriers between inmate and 
clubber began to melt. Simply 
singing with one another joined 
two groups of men that would 
otherwise never meet. The club-
bers in attendance gained a 
profound sense of empathy for 
the men they met. The inmates 
felt as if they were sitting in a 
concert hall as free men would, 
even if their reprieve only lasted 
the morning. 

Our day at Milan lead us to re-
alize and reaffirm the emotional 
power our performance can in-
still within an audience. The joy, 
relief and gratitude shown by 
the men of Milan helped us un-
derstand a very important con-
cept: our music is for everyone. 
While diversity challenges Club 
today and will continue to chal-
lenge us in the coming years, 
performing for audiences like 
the Milan Federal Prison will 
help us move towards our goals. 
By sharing our tradition, music 
and culture with audiences new 
and unknown to us, we show the 
community that we are open to 
all men who share a passion for 
singing. We can engage com-
munities and inspire the next 
generation of clubbers in the 
unlikeliest places. Our Club can 
only grow from here, and that is 
a comforting thought.

It is with heavy hearts that we share 
news of the passing of Glee club 
alumnus Scott Herrick. Scott was 
a member of the Glee Club from 
1956-1961. During his five years 
in the Club he participated in The 
Friars, and after graduating he 
founded  The Arbors, a four-man A 
Cappella group that traveled around 
the world, performed on television 
as part of The Ed Sullivan Show, and 
wrote commerical jingles for forty 
years. As stated in Scott’s obituary, 
“the Arbors loved the music, the 
performance, and the people.” Be-
low is a picture of Scott as he proud-
ly displays his Michigan spirit.

“Singing, singing: oh the singing! We all sang, 
and this was my pleasure too. The boys in the 
fields, the chapels full of singing: always full 
of singing. Here I lie, here I lie. I have had 
pleasure enough: I have had singing.” 

-- “I Have Had Singing,” composed by Ron 
Jeffers
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Building Community Through Song
Michael Klettner ‘20
Operations Manager

It is often said that the one thing that con-
nects communities around the world is 
music. Amid the diverse and often differ-
ent languages and cultures that make up 
the population on the planet today, the 
power of music to bring people togeth-
er cannot be overemphasized. Whether 
the harmonies of a lullaby or the rhyth-
mic beat of a celebratory dance, there is 
often a recognizable element in the art 
of music that seems to transcend the 
cultural lines drawn by society, bring-
ing rise to a united community in song. 

As ambassadors of song, the Men’s Glee 
Club is called to share its songto all com-
munities and cultures around the world. 
Whether this be through spring tours of 
the United States or the world, Pre-Hill 
concerts and winter tours in the sur-
rounding areas, or Hill concerts right at 
home, our reach extends from Hill Au-
ditorium to around the world. It would 
seem as if we have reached all communi-
ties; yet, there are still communities not 
separatedby distance, but by opportu-
nity, and these communities are who we 
have strived to reach out to in the past.

This past fall at the 159th Fall Concert, the 
tradition of Brothers in Song continued on 
as the Club welcomed Vision Male Ensem-
ble from Detroit School of Arts under the 
direction of Ms. Cheryl Whitney Valentine. 
Started byformer director Dr. Rardin and 
expanded under our previous director, Dr. 

Rogers, this program was founded with a 
goal of reaching out to underprivileged high 
schools who may not have the resources to 
share in ourmusic. Through combined re-
hearsals, mentorship, and a culminating 
concert at Hill Auditorium, we are able to 
better foster relationships with high school 
students while providing an opportunity 
for those to both experience and perform 
exceptional music on the stage of Hill.

Just this January, the tradition of Male 
Vocal Arts Day (MVAD) also continued 
on, led by coordinator James Walrad. 
Over one hundred high schoolers joined 
us in a day of song, learning new and ex-
citing repertoire in just a few hours be-
fore a concluding concert at Hill in col-
laboration with the Women’s Vocal Arts 
Day (WoVAD). This experience alone has 
allowed many in the Club to build rela-
tionships with high schoolers around the 
state as we hope to inspire many to join 
the Club once they reach college. In fact, 
many of the current members of the Club 
were participants at MVAD once, and so 
the impact of this event is one that extends 
far beyond the one day of singing together.

Finally, under the combined leadership 
of Prof. Stover and President-elect Jacob 
Emery, we were fortunate enough to be 
given the opportunity to sing at Milan Fed-
eral Prison this spring. For a community 
separated in many ways from the outside 
world, the opportunity to listen, interact, 
and sing withus brought tears to many fac-
es. This impact, however, goes both ways; 
the range of emotions I alongside many 
Clubbers felt are still being processed. 
One thing is for sure, however: the power 
of song, even if only for a few hours, made 
two different communities feel as one.

There is no barrier that music cannot 
cross, no distance too far for it to traverse, 
and no obstacle that can stand in the way 
of its impact. As an inclusive community, 
the Men’s Glee Club strives to make sure 
that no one isseparated from the mu-
sic that is shared. As we enter our 160th 
year of song, let us continue to reach out 
to more communities, spreading music 
and song to truly all people of the world.

Monday, May 6: North United Meth-
odist Church, Indianapolis 

Wednesday, May 8: Christ Church 
Cathedral, Cincinnati

Friday, May 10: First Presbyterian 
Church, Nashville

Monday, May 13: Germantown United 
Methodist Church, Memphis

Wednesday, May 15: First Presbyterian 
Church of Kirkwood, St. Louis

Friday, May 17: Rockefeller Memorial 
Chapel, Chicago

Check Out Our 
Merchandise Store!

We are happy to announce that 
our online merchandise store has 
officially launched! We are selling 
various clothing items and acces-
sories, including sweaters, water 
bottles, and winter hats. It’s the 

perfect way to show your Glee Club 
spirit! Some examples are shown 

below.

You can access the store through 
our website or by the following 

link:

http://bit.ly/mgcstore

Concert Dates and 
Venues: Midwest 

Tour 2019!
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Pursuing Our Excellence Through Social Engagement
Jack Riley ‘21
Publicity Manager

This semester has made me think 
a lot about who we are as a club 
and where we want to go. As we 
move into the second year of 
leadership under the fabulous 
Professor Stover, this is the time 
to define the direction of the 
group. Many of us on exec and 

throughout Club have agreed that 
we want this new chapter to be 
remembered for our pursuit of 
diversity, inclusion, and commu-
nity service. In all three of these 
fields, publicity plays a big role. 

People around campus have a 
misconception that we’re only in-
terested in singing or having a vi-
brant social space. And while both 
of those things are important pil-
lars of the Glee Club, they some-
times overshadow the work we do 
to help our community. Our work 
this semester in Milan prison, or 
with Food Gatherers, or with fi-
nancial inclusivity is so vital to the 
core of who we are, but nobody 
else on campus is aware that we’re 
doing this. If we want our club to 
be diverse and inclusive, we have 
to exemplify that in how we en-
gage with the rest of the campus. 
Forming meaningful connections 
with groups on campus that are 
engaged in social justice is one 
way that we are hoping to become 

more involved in the issues on 
our campus. We also want to have 
a social media campaign where 
we highlight our alumni and all 
of the wonderful ways they are 
making our world a better place. 
And finally, we want to work with 
the financial aid department to 
make our concerts more finan-
cially accessible for students by 
offering discounted tickets to stu-
dents that receive financial aid. 

Outside of publicity, we each have 
a mission as members of Club to 
reach out to people who are dif-
ferent from us and form mean-
ingful connections with them. If 
we all make this a priority, our 
group will benefit immensely. 
These goals are lofty, but they are 
only the first steps in a long mis-
sion to make our club the most so-
cially engaged group on campus. 

Members of the Sponsorship Circle
A special thank you to these donors that have contributed over $10,000 to the Men’s Glee Club during their lifetime!

Anthony L. Alcantara ‘85
Christine A. Alcantara ‘86

Terry L. Bangs  ‘66
Richard J. Bowman ‘59
Craig D. Brennan ‘80

Irene Bronner
Paul and Carol Byrd 
Robert C. Chapel ‘67
Wayne T. Cooke ‘55

LeRoy A. Engelhardt ‘49
Ford Motor Company Fund
Michael & Deanna Ferrante

David P. Haas ‘68
Judith A. Haas

David F. Hagen ‘58
T. S. Hauser ‘55

John M. Hein ‘67
Erick Irigoyen

IBM

Bruce G. Jacobson ‘78
Merle T. Jaffe

Bruce C. Johnson ‘77
Milton L. Kevreson

Schuyler G. Lance ‘83
Philip T. Lincoln

Jeremiah F. Madden ‘59
Thomas D. Marion ‘68
Paul D. Marquardt ‘90

Brian & Patricia McCabe
Michigan Critical Care Consultants 

Inc
Thomas D. Morrow ‘73

Emilio Munoz
Christopher L. Nordhoff ‘91

Nancy E. Pfund
Pfund Polakoff Family Trust

E. Stephen Ramsey ‘67
John M. Rintamaki ‘64

Benjamin R. Rizzo ‘12
Richard R. Roemer ‘40

Donald L. Sanderson ‘68
Nancy J. Sergeant

Roger N. Sergeant ‘62
Carl R. Smith ‘66

Paul D. Sponseller ‘78
Samuel J. Stoorman ‘78

The Hagen Family Foundation
Andrea Tokheim

David G. Tucker ‘84
Reid Wagstaff ‘56

James B. Walter ‘75
Gregory P. Weidler ‘73

Allen J. Wilcox ‘68
Willard E. Smucker Foundation

William C. and Rosella E. Bauman 
Family

David L. Wynne ‘86
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Palmer Corbett ‘19
Librarian 2016-2017

My mom told me to join Club. She went to 
school between two particular dates an un-
disclosed amount of time ago. While she 
was here, some of her years were spent liv-
ing in Martha Cook-- the highly-coveted, all-
girls dorm. She would reminisce that each 
November, a few weeks before the holiday 
break, the Men’s Glee Club was invited to 
come by during their Christmas tree decorat-
ing party to sing a few songs and share a doz-
en cookies. Now four years and three Martha 
Cook sings later, it’s time for me to reminisce 
about what the Glee Club has meant to me.

Admittedly, the Men’s Glee Club is a tough 
group to warm up to. Or at least it was when I 
first joined. Rehearsal starts right away with 
back massages, like that’s normal. Then ev-
erything gets real serious real fast. Dr. Rog-
ers starts the rehearsal with sight-reading, 
so I’m trying to “Good Boys Do Fine Always” 
every note because I couldn’t (and still can’t) 
read bass clef. Italian music terms are get-
ting thrown around like anyone knows what 
they mean. It was the most intense music 
rehearsal I had even been it. I hadn’t been 
in a choir since 8th grade, ‘choir’ being a 
generous term for the 8-person shouting 
group I was in at church. To go from that to 
this is a big leap and was nearly enough to 
scare me into an early retirement. But af-
ter the adrenaline-filled first Hill concert, 
you couldn’t coax me to leave if you tried. 

You come for the music, but you stay for 
the guys. It really is a club -- not just a 
choir. Where else do you end every re-
hearsal with a loud, unproductive meet-
ing? Where else do you start rehearsal giv-
ing your neighbor a back massage? And 
where else can you find a choir where ev-
eryone is so supportive of one another?

My favorite part of glee club was the first 
rehearsal back from the summer break. It 
was before we had auditions for the New 
Guys, so it was a smaller group of only 
those returning for another semester. The 
rehearsal would start like any other, with 
some warm-ups and snaps and massages. 
But then the first thing we would always 
sing was Laudes. After four months apart 
from your fellow clubbers, that piece of mu-
sic was always so refreshing to hear. It was 
loud and grounded and powerful. And it was 
an aggressive reminder that this is where I 
belong; not just for today, but for all time.

Now, the Martha Cook sings holds its own 
special place in my heart. During my first 
semester as a clubber, my mother’s moth-
er passed away. The funeral was just a few 
days before the Christmas tree decorating 
party. So when I returned to campus with 
my family, I brought them along -- with per-
mission -- to listen to our modest concert 
in the common room of Martha Cook. It 
was in this moment that I understood why 
people hold these years so close. For my 
mother, it was a blast from the past. And for 
me, it was a glimpse of the impact that Club 
would have on me for the years to come.

Looking Back: a senior’s perspective

The Digital Music Archive is now LIVE!
This past year, the alumni relations team has been working hard to digitize and publish all recorded music of the Glee Club from 
1950 to the present that we’ve had archived away for decades. We’re proud to say that the Digital Music Archive is now active on 
our website! Check it out at: ummgc.org/digital-music-archive-landing-page

The Alumni Relations team is constantly thinking of ways to include and engage our alumni. We’re hoping that by publishing the 
archive on our website, engagement with the Club will increase due to the rekindling of memories that may have faded long ago! 
You can use it to listen to “Laudes” from each semester, for example, to see how it’s changed over time. Or listen to your very first 
concert and remember when you stepped out onto the stage of Hill Auditorium with white tux and tails for the first time. It’s an 
incredibly fun resource to browse through and listen to snippets from all throughout the Club’s rich musical history.

If you have any questions, or have any music that’s not included in the archive, please email mgc.alumni@umich.edu
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Zion Jackson ‘20
Business Manager

What makes a place home? Some 
say home is where the heart is, 
which I think is true, but there are 
also many other factors to making 
a home, and feeling at home. Your 
home might be camping out in the 
mountains, or enjoying time on an 
island, or being on the streets of 
New York City — but it is our goal 
here to make sure that each and 
every clubber feels at home; safely, 
confidently and comfortably home.  

One major factor that the execu-
tive board as a whole has been pay-
ing more attention to while trying 
to make the Michigan Men’s Glee 
Club feel more like home is finan-
cial inclusivity. It is imperative 
that our club is financially acces-
sible and inclusive for all clubbers. 

When we consider financial inclusiv-
ity as part of making the Men’s Glee 
Club home, it caters to promoting and 
providing the community and cama-
raderie of club, allowing clubbers to 
feel that sense of home and comfort-
ableness. We want everyone to expe-
rience club to the fullest without indi-
vidual finances even being a question. 

This year we have been working to 
make club more financially inclusive, 

by giving more attention to our tour 
endowments and focusing donations 
towards those specific endowments 
so that we can ensure a lower cost of 
tours for future clubs. We have also 
been working to provide more meals 
during tours and trips, that way club-
bers do not have to worry about what 
they are going to eat because of money.  

Another conversation that is cur-
rently happening is focused on the 
cost of tuxedos for clubbers. Presi-
dent-Elect, Jacob Emery, and Alum-
nus, Steven Fisher are collaborating 
to research more cost friendly op-
tions for the tuxedos of future clubs. 

We do not want anyone to feel dis-
couraged about asking for financial 
assistance, so we have also been 
working on our communication 
with club about the importance of 
reaching out about financial sup-
port for events, tours, and anything 
that has to do with being in the glee 
club. There is an anonymous form 
in place, that is sent with every bi- 
weekly report for clubbers to have 
access to if they would like to request 
financial need or express financial 
concern in a completely confidential 
way. The results of this form only 
go to Professor Stover and our Fac-
ulty advisor, Professor Washington. 

Lastly, as everything is becoming 
more and more technology based, 
we realized that we needed to as-
sess the way that we receive pay-
ments, but also the way that we 
reimburse clubbers for various pay-
ments that they might have made on 
behalf of club. In the past, payments 
could only be made via cash or check, 
which is now becoming less common. 
In terms of reimbursements, the pro-
cess generally takes about 2 weeks 
and the payment is received by the 
clubber via check. We have adopted 

an electronic payment process that 
allows us to receive payments, and 
reimburse payments in an instanta-
neous and very timely manner. This 
is important because while all club-
related purchases are able to be re-
imbursed, clubbers sometimes make 
these purchases using the only mon-
ey they have. By adopting this quick 
electronic process, we have ensured 
a mutual respect toward finances and 
financial inclusivity by being able to 
immediately alleviate any financial 
strain that Club expenses may cause.

As we continue to build our home, 
we are learning each and every day 
that there are so many things that 
go into building a stable home and a 
home that is fit for everyone. Finan-
cial inclusivity plays a huge role in 
making the Men’s Glee Club a home, 
and will always be an important as-
pect of creating our community.  

Alumni Stories

Home

Calling all Alumni!

Starting next fall, the Alumni 
Relations and Publicity Teams 
will be joining forces to initiate 

a new project called “alumni 
stories.” To continue our com-
munity-building efforts and to 
showcase the diversity of occu-
pations and livelihoods of our 

alumni body, we will be posting 
your biographies on our web-
site under the alumni section.

Any alumni who are interested 
in participating are encouraged 
to send an email to mgc.alum-
ni@umich.edu. We will then 

get in touch with you to set up 
an interview!

Go Blue!



8 Laudes: Volume XLIV, No. 1

Reminiscing: Perspectives from Students Abroad
Ryan Montgomery ‘20
Small Group Sings Manager Emeritus

Hej! For those who don’t know me, jeg hed-
der Ryan Montgomery, Monty’s little broth-
er. I’m a Junior in the Ross Business School 
who has spent three years in Club as a proud 
Baritone. Currently, I’m writing you from 
Copenhagen, Denmark where I have spent 
this past semester studying Human Resource 
Management at Copenhagen Business School 
(CBS). As this is my first time being outside 
of the US for any significant length of time, 
I am learning a wealth of knowledge through 
my discussions with people from a plethora 
of cultures around the world, specifically 

about Denmark. Glee Club shares a variety 
of similarities with the country – Denmark 
loves its flag and history, we love our key and 
tradition; Denmark embraces hygge, we em-
brace camaraderie; they engage in a heavy 
drinking culture (CBS has a bar in the main 
building), our 21 and older members rou-
tinely engage in passing the bottle. As for hy-
gge – the concept of sharing comfortable and 
cozy occasions with friends around candle-lit, 
IKEA furniture – this cultural aspect has the 
strongest similarity with Club. Our most hy-
ggelig tradition is certainly Thursday nights 
at Cottage Inn, sharing songs, pizza, and 
stories, now all we need are real candles! Ev-
erywhere I’m traveling, friendship and broth-
erhood is a constant theme. For example, I 
had the pleasure of joining Tenor II Brian to 
visit my fellow Baritone, Mark, in Germany. 
There is something special in sharing excel-
lent German beer and belting Molly Malone 
at midnight from a balcony overlooking the 
historic Freiburg Cathedral! Moments and 
memories such as these are priceless, and 
I am extremely grateful to have had the op-
portunity to spend this semester in Europe. 

I’m also grateful to have joined the CBS Inter-
national Choir. One of my priorities in choos-
ing which university I would be studying at was 
whether they had a choir, since choral singing 
and music in general are the essence of my 
life. While it certainly isn’t Club – they teach 

at a snail’s pace, choose a repertoire of mod-
ern pop hits, and have a general lack of musi-
cal leadership and direction – it has done its 
main job in allowing me to maintain my voice 
while meeting new friends along the way. Ad-
ditionally, by spending a semester away from 
Club, I’m learning something that all you 
Alumni understand entirely. Club is a one-of-
a-kind organization. In the past, I’ve tried to 
comprehend and appreciate how special we 
are, yet this remained a personal challenge 
since Club was a continuation from my amaz-
ing four-year musical experience at Grand 
Haven High School. However, now that I am 
experiencing the massive canyon of musical 
quality between the International Choir and 
Glee Club, my eyes are opened to appreciate 
Club in its full grandeur. I cannot wait to head 
back to Michigan, to dear Ann Arbor town! 

Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t include 
a warm and hearty round of thank-you’s 
to everyone who has assisted me on this 
journey: to my immediate family, you’ve 
been my rock, I love you; to all my Clubber 
friends who I miss so dearly, thank you for 
keeping me in the loop; to all Club Alumni, 
thank you for your generosity and support, I 
wouldn’t be here without each and every one 
of you; and finally to DR and Stover, you two 
have been the best leaders, directors, and 
mentors anyone could ask for, it’s been an 
honor to sing under you. Snaps all around!

Jonah Eisenberg ‘21
Campus Publicity Manager Emeritus

Glee Club takes you by surprise. My first 
rehearsal as a New Guy was kind of terrify-
ing; I knew one other person out of the one 
hundred there, and the standard of sound we 
were expected to create was leagues above 
whatever I had achieved in high school. As 
my time in Club progressed, I began to make 
friends and adjust to a higher caliber of music. 

I learned just how exhilarating it was to per-
form at Hill, and was able to enjoy amazing 
opportunities due to my membership in the 
group. I had known I wanted to be a part of 
Club for a couple of years and I was so happy 
to discover how much it grew to mean to me.

I had known for longer that I wanted to study 
abroad, and now I’m reaching the end of 
my semester away from Michigan. I’ve had 
an incredible time in London, visiting land-
marks and towns I’ve long dreamed of see-
ing. They don’t really have a music depart-
ment at the university where I’m studying, 
and the absence of singing from my day-
to-day life is a definite mood killer. When-
ever I find myself feeling homesick for U of 
M, it’s usually because I miss Glee Club. I 
of course still get all the emails and all the 
Slack messages, and whenever I receive a 
communication about a Glee Club perfor-
mance, all I can think about is how much I 
wish I was there for it. From the bright lights 
and electric air of our biannual Hill concert 
to the inattention of fellow students during 
publicity sings on the Diag, performing with 

Glee Club is an amazing experience, and 
I’m starting to think I take that for granted.

It’s not like I haven’t missed out on Glee 
Club performances before: my grandmoth-
er’s funeral was during last year’s Winter 
Tour; I had to go home and work rather than 
go on Spring Tour; and my brother’s wed-
ding was the same weekend as Fall Hill last 
semester. It’s the in-between that I miss. 
The joy of hitting a harmony beautifully for 
the first time in rehearsal. The yelling of a 
business meeting. The cheerful singing in 
Cottage Inn. The overall dedication from 
each member that makes Glee Club the ex-
ceptional organization it is. That’s what 
“Brothers in Song” really means to me, and 
I can’t wait to experience it again next fall. 

My goal in writing this is not to be upsetting. 
I want my fellow Clubbers to pause and ap-
preciate what they have. I know that when 
I come back next semester, it will be with 
a renewed appreciation for every part of 
Glee Club that I love. See you in September!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reuniting
Arthur Mengozzi ‘20
Alumni Relations Manager

There truly is no greater com-
munity than the alumni of the 
Michigan Men’s Glee Club, and 
I was made aware of that in sev-
eral wonderful moments this 
year. One of the most memo-
rable experiences for me in my 
time as Alumni Relations Man-
ager was the opportunity to 
plan two reunion events for the 
members of two international 
tours: the 40th anniversary of 
the ‘78 Llangollen Tour in the 
fall and the 30th anniversary of 
the ‘89 Asia tour in the spring. 
To be sure, both events involved 
a number of moving parts. 
From digging through the da-
tabase and retrieving emails 
to planning the reservations at 
the League to getting in touch 
with Cottage Inn and saying, 
“oh by the way, there’s going 
to be about 40 people coming 
to your restaurant in about two 
weeks!” The task was daunt-
ing, however it was all worth it 

when seeing the joy on the par-
ticipants’ faces when reunit-
ing in Ann Arbor and singing 
with the current members of 
the Glee Club. The community 
built in joining Glee Clubbers 
past and present is invaluable.

Extending outward, I was made 
aware of the Glee Club’s place 
in the larger Michigan com-
munity. When a segment of the 
Club travelled to the Go Blue 
Gala in Chicago in March, we 
were joined by six decades of 
Glee Club alumni to sing Blue 
Songs from “The Friar’s Song” 
to “Go Blue” to “Varsity and the 
Victors.” The audience revelled 
in the Michigan pride and the 
song we created, and it was a 
truly memorable experience for 
all involved. For the Glee Club, 
the community built in cel-
ebrating Michigan--the colors, 
the Maize and Blue, our com-
mon heritage--is invaluable.

I will briefly transition away 
from Alumni Relations for a 
moment and talk about the Glee 
Club’s place in the larger com-
munity of the state of Michigan 
and this country. In this news-
letter, you have read a number 
of stories from my colleagues 
on the Executive Board talking 
about the Prison Creative Arts 
Project sing at Milan Federal 
Prison, about Brothers in Song, 
and our continued dialogue 

surrounding financial inclusiv-
ity. Each of these ventures al-
lows us to continue building 
our community: to expand our 
art and our message to those 
who may not have access to 
them. For the Glee Club, the 
community built in reaching 
new audiences is invaluable.

In conclusion, however, I 
would argue that the best form 
of community in the Glee Club 
is in the laughs we share at re-
hearsal, the post-Thursday-re-
hearsal trips to Cottage Inn, the 
decades of playing hacky sack 
before a concert or on tour, the 
dozens of activities reserved for 
the bus, the tuxedos, walk-on/
walk-off, the Blue Songs: the 
tradition, the camaraderie, the 
musical excellence. My time 
as Alumni Relations Manag-
er has been centered around 
community for all you alumni 
who are reading this newsletter 
and the future generations of 
alumni in Club right now. This 
is a special group, gentlemen, 
and as long as we are ground-
ed in that sense of community 
that we create every day, the 
Glee Club is bound to pros-
per for generations to come.
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Praise Be to Ye!
A hearty round of snaps for all of the donors who provided financial support from July 1st, 2017 - March 15, 2019!

AMBASSADOR: $5,000+
Donald and Mary Sanderson
Mark Somerville and Jennifer 
Jameson
Reid and Susan Wagstaff
Holly and David Wolff
Barbara Wybrecht

SPONSOR: $2,500+ 
Karthic Epker
John Hein
Bruce Johnson
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Charitable Gift Fund
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PATRON: $1,000+
Andrew Adams
American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association
Asahi Kasei Bioprocess America, 
Inc.
Brian and Jane Bennett
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation, Inc.
Maureen and Charles Brown
Paul and Carol Byrd
James Eadie and Christina 
Sebestyen
Michael and Deanna Ferrante
Michael and Penni-Lynn Foley
Benjamin and Brooke Freed
Sara Goldberg
Google, Inc.
Vishal and Shaila Gupta
Nathan Hole 
Bryan Kendall
KPMG Foundation
James and Karen Lancendorfer
Jeremy Litt and Jennifer Kozel
Christopher Nordhoff and Emilio 
Munoz

E. Stephen and Lucille Ramsey
Salesforce.con Foundation
Gregory and Lisa Shea
Michael and Dawna Steelman
Stephen and Elizabeth Upton 
Charitable Lead Trust
Samuel Stoorman
Timothy Supol and Katie Kroulik
Alan Susser and Deborah Stein
Charles Sutherland
T. Stephen Hauser Trust
University of Michigan Credit 
Union
Frederick Welby
Claire and Allen Wilcox

BENEFACTOR: $500+ 
Mike Auchter
Terry Bangs
Philip Berry and Anne Beaubien
Rudolf Bickel
James Bogenrief
The Brown Family Fund of the 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Arch and Rosemary Copeland
Jonathan and LeAnne Coulter
Henry and Elizabeth Dunbar
David and Luz Engman
Paul and Sharon Gloyer
Geoffrey Greenlee
William Hein
Derek and Maria Kauserud
James and Kathleen Lammers
Scott and Lisa Langenburg
Michele and Vincent Lichtinger
Timothy and Lisa Lynch
Alice and Stanislaus Majewski
Paul Marquardt and Andrea 
Tokheim
Robert and Kim Martin
Michael and Natalie Pont
Carl and Jari Smith
Thomas and Gretchen Sweeny
U. of M. Club of Dallas
David and Elizabeth Walker
Alice and George Ward

CONTRIBUTOR: $250+ 
John Birchler and Laurie 
Golden-Birchler
Roger A. Berg, MD
Leif Bjaland
Brian Chrzanowski
Matthew and Christina Clapham
William and Karen Collier
ConAgra Foods Foundation
Dondi Cupp and David Roberts
Dave Cortright Giving Fund of 
the Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Kristopher Deatrick
Andrew and Elizabeth DeWitt
Will and Sabine Friedman
Joseph Gradisher
Robert Gurwin and John Rourke
Douglas and Kerry Hoverson
Laura and Paul Jacobson
Robert and Lesli Kleber
Todd Lamb
Margaret and Robert Lewis
Edmond and Heather Lynch
Kelly Miller
Joseph Placek
David and Brittany R. Platz
Michael A. Rodriguez and Barry 
Hume
Robert Gurwin and John Rourke
Christopher and Kara Rozell
Benjamin Saukas
Ann Smith-Mercandetti
Adam and Shanari Wadecki
Neil Weinberger
Bruce and Geraldine Wilson

STEWARD: $75+
Robert Acker
Matthew Bejin and Megan 
Carpenter
Craig and Mary Bethune
Rudolf Bickel
Eric Bidelman and Jackie Lau
Ronald Birnbaum
Adam Bonarek
Douglas Bond
Russell and Nancy Braun
Gary and Maria Burrows
Richard and Marci Caplan
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STEWARD: $75+ (cont.)
Noah Caplan
Matthew Ciaramitaro and Julie 
Robertson
David Cohen
James and Nancy Copeland
Michael Cromwell
Robert Doud
Robert and Elizabeth Dutnell
Matt Emery
Thomas Goettsche
Carl Grapentine
David Grupe
Virat Gupta
Ramin Haghgooie and Anna 
Pisania
Frederick and Shelia Hatch
Frederick and Penelope Herbert
Matthew Hill
Jared and Julia Hoffert
Andrew Hoffman
Mark and Rebecca Jones
Barbara and David Karpinski
Matthew Kodis
Lawrence R. Yang and Jennifer 
W. Kaun Family Fund of the 
Schwab Charitable Fund
Neal Learner
Sandra and C. Patrick Lin
Martin and Marilyn Lindenauer
Jeffrey and Susan Lippert
Russell Lucas and Camelia 
Suleiman
John Lugisland
Luke Masselink
Roberta and James Mauser
Lloyd and R. Elaine Mistele
Bruce and Kristin Moore
Patrick Moriarty
Donna Nichols
Patrick and Jacqueline Niven
Nathan Opaleski
Thomas and Nancy Patterson
Michael Peters
Nathan Pierantoni
Philip and Terri Putnam
Hal Ransom
Michael and Carol Riethmiller
Eugene Rogers and Mark Wallis

Andy Rosenzweig and Rebecca 
Chottiner
Grant Rossi
Bradley Sierens
Daniel Slomoff
Wendy and Eric Slutzky
Peter and Lynn Smith
Kathy Stocking and Erik Lawson
Franklin and Phyllis Tell
Textron Foundation
William Tiffan
David Tovey
David Treece and Luis Etchevest
Wesley and Marilyn True
Scott Venman
Dana Wales
John and Altha Wargelin
Aaron Werbel and Nechumah 
Getz
David Wilf
Peter and Rosa Maria 
Woodhams

CLUBBER: $25+
Brian Barrie and Cindy Eckert
William and Janet Benish
Stephan Bobalik
Mark Bogetto
Joann Caplan
Amy and Jason Cherry
Marshall Cherry
Tamar and David Chute
Karin Deam-Mengozzi and 
Stefano Mengozzi
Charlotte DeVries and Raymond 
DeVries
Fisher Diede
Jonah Eisenberg
Jacob Emery
Edith and John English
Jonathan Goldenberg
Edward Gotfredson
Douglas Heym and Debra Huff
Robert Hoff
Alec Josaitis
Larry and Linda Kellogg
John Walrad and Sidney Klingler
Michael Klettner
Frank and Patti Kratky

Dennis and Mary Larkin
Allen Leider
Ross Maddox
Gregory Marsh
Donald and Julie McEwen
Ann and Robert McGrath
Jacob Meyers
Shirley Mills
Alexander Montgomery
Ryan Montgomery
Erica Munzel
Janet Parker
Benjamin and Stephanie 
Ramirez
Jonathon Riley
Joshua Smith and Hammad 
Ahmed
David and Linda Smith
Robert and Karen Sowislo
Mary and Chris Stemczynski
Mark Stover
Rob Stow and Jeremy Evans
Toyota 4 Good
Fred and Karen Walker
Tom and Mary Weadock
Steven White and Nickolas 
Contento
Rachel Wilf-Townsend

Praise Be to Ye!
A hearty round of snaps for all of the donors who provided financial support from July 1st, 2017 - March 15, 2019!
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University of Michigan Men’s Glee Club
P.O. Box 4037
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

Check out our website at: ummgc.org
or find us on social media @UMMGC


